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HISTORY — HONOURS
First Paper
Full Marks : 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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[English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer any two questions : 5%2

(a) What is the importance of Buddhist and Jain religious texts as source material of ancient Indian
history?

(b) What is the significance of Mehergarh excavation?
(c) Explain the principal features of ‘Sabha’ and ‘Samiti’ of the Vedic age.
(d) Was the revolt of Pushyamitra Sunga actually a ‘Brahmanical reaction’?

(e) Who among the ancient Indian Kings followed the policy of ‘Grahana-Moksha-Anugraha’ and why?

2. Answer any two questions : 5%2
(a) Write a note on the significance of ‘Stree-dhana’ in ancient India.
(b) Write a short note on the Ajivika order.
(c) Why ‘Arthasastra’ is held to be such an important source of the Mauryan age?
(d) What do you understand by ‘Second Urbanisation’?
(e) Write a short note on the Gandhara school of Art.
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. Answer any one question : 10x1
(a) Discuss the importance of numismatics as a source of ancient Indian history.
(b) Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.
(c) Evaluate the role of Samudra Gupta as a conqueror.

. Answer any one question : 10x1
(a) Comment on the position of women in the Vedic age.
(b) Analyse the causes of success of the 6th century B.C. Protestant religious movements in India.
(c) Assess the political and economic significance of landgrants during the Gupta period.

Answer any three questions, taking at least one question from each Group. 20x3
Group - A
. Discuss the extent of the Harappan Civilization. What were the salient features of this civilization?

How would you account for the rise of Magadha into an imperial power?

Assess the achievements of the Satavahanas with special reference to Gautamiputra Satakarni.

Were the internal factors more responsible than external factors for the decline of the Gupta empire?

Group - B

. Discuss the evolution of the Caste (Varna) system in the Vedic period.

What changes do you notice in the religious practices of the Vedic people from the Rig Vedic to the
later Vedic period?

Write an essay on the Sreni (Guilds) between 200 B.C. and A.D. 320.

What are the different traditional styles of temple architecture? Analyse their characteristics with
examples from each group.



